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parts considered to be at particular risk of
containing the BSE agent in infected ani-
mals, as listed in the FSIS regulations at 9
CFR 310.22(a), except that the following bo-
vine parts from regions of undetermined risk
for BSE are considered SRMs if they are de-
rived from bovines over 12 months of age:
Brain, skull, eyes, trigeminal ganglia, spinal
cord, vertebral column (excluding the
vertebrae of the tail, the transverse proc-
esses of the thoracic and lumbar vertebrae,
and the wings of the sacrum), and the dorsal
root ganglia.

* * * * *

Subpart A—Procedures for Re-
questing Recognition of Re-
gions Other Than for BSE

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 72994, Dec.
4, 2013, Subpart A, consisting of existing
§§92.2 through 92.4, was added, effective Mar.
4, 2014.

§92.2 Application for recognition of
the animal health status of a region.

(a) The representative of the national
government(s) of any country or coun-
tries who has the authority to make
such a request may request that APHIS
recognize the animal health status of a
region.! Such requests must be made in
English and must be sent to the Ad-
ministrator, c/o National Center for
Import and Export, VS, APHIS, 4700
River Road Unit 38, Riverdale, MD
20737-1231. (Where possible, include a
copy of the request and accompanying
information in electronic format.)

(b) Requests for recognition of the
animal health status of a region, other
than requests submitted in accordance
with paragraph (c¢) of this section, must
include, in English, the following infor-
mation about the region. More detailed
information regarding the specific
types of information that will enable
APHIS to most expeditiously conduct
an evaluation of the request is avail-
able at hitp://www.aphis.usda.gov/
import export/animals/reg request.shiml
or by contacting the Director, Sanitary
Trade Issues Team, National Center for

1 Additionally, APHIS may choose to ini-

tiate an evaluation of the animal health sta-
tus of a foreign region on its own initiative.
In such cases, APHIS will follow the same
evaluation and notification procedures set
forth in this section.

Import and Export, VS, APHIS, 4700
River Road Unit 38, Riverdale, MD
207317.

(1) Scope of the evaluation being re-
quested.

(2) Veterinary control and oversight.

(3) Disease history and vaccination
practices.

(4) Livestock demographics and
traceability.

(5) Epidemiological separation from
potential sources of infection.

(6) Surveillance.

(7) Diagnostic laboratory capabili-
ties.

(8) Emergency preparedness and re-
sponse.

(c) Requests for recognition that a
region is historically free of a disease
based on the amount of time that has
elapsed since the disease last occurred
in a region, if it has ever occurred,
must include, in English, the following
information about the region. More de-
tailed information regarding the spe-
cific types of information that will en-
able APHIS to most expeditiously con-
duct an evaluation of the request is
available at htip:/www.aphis.usda.gov/
import export/animals/reg request.shiml
or by contacting the Director, Sanitary
Trade Issues Team, National Center for
Import and Export, VS, APHIS, 4700
River Road Unit 38, Riverdale, MD
20737. For a region to be considered his-
torically free of a disease, the disease
must not have been reported in domes-
tic livestock for at least the past 25
years and must not have been reported
in wildlife for at least the past 10
years.

(1) Scope of the evaluation being re-
quested.

(2) Veterinary control and oversight.

(3) Disease history and vaccination
practices

(4) Disease notification.

(5) Disease detection.

(6) Barriers to disease introduction.

(d) A list of those regions that have
requested APHIS’ recognition of their
animal health status, the disease(s)
under evaluation, and, if available, the
animal(s) or product(s) the region wish-
es to export, is available at http:/
www.aphis.usda.gov/import export/ani-
mals/reg request.shtml.
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(e) If, after review and evaluation of
the information submitted in accord-
ance with paragraph (b) or (c) of this
section, APHIS believes the request
can be safely granted, APHIS will indi-
cate its intent and make its evaluation
available for public comment through
a document published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER.

(f) APHIS will provide a period of
time during which the public may com-
ment on its evaluation. During the
comment period, the public will have
access to the information upon which
APHIS based its evaluation, as well as
the evaluation itself. Once APHIS has
reviewed all comments received, it will
make a final determination regarding
the request and will publish that deter-
mination in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(g) If a region is granted animal
health status under the provisions of
this section, that region may be re-
quired to submit additional informa-
tion pertaining to animal health status
or allow APHIS to conduct additional
information collection activities in
order for that region to maintain its
animal health status.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579-0219)

[62 FR 56012, Oct. 28, 1997, as amended at 68
FR 50054, Aug. 20, 2003; 77 FR 1389, Jan. 10,
2012; 77 FR 44109, July 27, 2012]

§92.3 Movement restrictions.

Whenever the European Commission
(EC) establishes a quarantine for a dis-
ease in the European Union in a region
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service recognizes as one in which
the disease is not known to exist and
the EC imposes prohibitions or other
restrictions on the movement of ani-
mals or animal products from the quar-
antined area in the European Union,
such animals and animal products are
prohibited importation into the United
States.

[68 FR 16938, Apr. 7, 2003]

§92.4 Reestablishment of a region’s
disease-free status.

This section applies to regions that
are designated under this subchapter as
free of a specific animal disease and
then experience an outbreak of that
disease.

9 CFR Ch. | (1-1-14 Edition)

(a) Interim designation. If a region rec-
ognized as free of a specified animal
disease in this subchapter experiences
an outbreak of that disease, APHIS
will take immediate action to prohibit
or restrict imports of animals and ani-
mal products from that region. The
prohibitions or restrictions may be im-
posed on only a portion of the region
previously recognized as free of a dis-
ease. In these cases, APHIS will inform
the public as soon as possible through
notice in the FEDERAL REGISTER of the
basis for its decision to prohibit or re-
strict imports from the smaller area of
that region previously recognized as
free.

(b) Reassessment of the disease Ssitua-
tion. (1) Following removal of disease-
free status from all or part of a region,
APHIS may reassess the disease situa-
tion in that region to determine wheth-
er it is necessary to continue the in-
terim prohibitions or restrictions. In
reassessing a region’s disease status,
APHIS will take into consideration the
standards of the World Organization
for Animal Health (OIE) for reinstate-
ment of disease-free status, as well as
all relevant information obtained
through public comments or collected
by or submitted to APHIS through
other means.

(2) Prior to taking any action to re-
lieve prohibitions or restrictions,
APHIS will make information regard-
ing its reassessment of the region’s dis-
ease status available to the public for
comment. APHIS will announce the
availability of this information in the
FEDERAL REGISTER.

(c) Determination. Based on the reas-
sessment conducted in accordance with
paragraph (b) of this section, including
comments regarding the reassessment
information, APHIS will take one of
the following actions:

(1) Publish a notice of its decision to
reinstate the disease-free status of the
region, or a portion of the region;

(2) Publish a notice of its decision to
continue the prohibitions or restric-
tions on the imports of animals and
animal products from that region; or

(3) Publish another document in the
FEDERAL REGISTER for comment.

[77 FR 1389, Jan. 10, 2012]
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